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HISTORICAL    SKETCH 

IT  is  a  special  pleasure  to  begin  this  retrospect  of  the  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  years  of  our  association  by  bringing  to  you  the 
original  program  of  its  one  hundredth  anniversary,  accidentally 
found  a  short  time  ago  among  some  old  papers  —  possibly  the 
only  copy  in  existence.  This  is  its  heading:  "  Order  of  Exercises 
at  the  Centennial  Celebration  of  the  Formation  of  the  Andover 
Association,  Thursday,  July  9,  1863."  The  names  of  the  par- 
ticipants sound  familiar:  Invocation  by  Prof.  E.  P.  Barrows  of 
Andover  Seminary;  selections  from  the  Scriptures, Rev.  James  H. 
Merrill  of  West  Parish,  Andover;  prayer,  Rev.  Dr.  Amos  Blan- 
chard,  Lowell;  historical  discourse,  Rev.  Dr.  John  P.  Cleave- 
land,  Lowell;  biographical  sketches,  Rev.  John  L.  Taylor,  An- 
dover, Rev.  Richard  Tolman,  Tewksbury,  and  Rev.  L.  Henry 
Cobb,  North  Andover.  The  musical  selections  were  plainly  of 
the  ancient  sort,  as  "  Stoop  down,  my  thoughts,  that  used  to 
rise,"  and  "Why  do  we  mourn  departed  friends?  "  sung  to 
"  Bangor  "  and  "  China."  In  the  afternoon  there  was  a  "  Social 
Reunion,"  with  more  "  Ancient  Psalmody,  Invitation,  Majesty, 
etc.,  etc.,"  and  speeches  by  Rev.  B.  F.  Clark  of  Chelmsford, 
"  and  others."  There  is  no  intimation  on  the  program  where  the 
celebration  was  held,  but  this  was  easily  learned  from  con- 
temporary notices  in  the  Andover  Advertiser  and  The  Con- 
gregationalist, —  at  the  new  meeting-house  of  the  South 
Church,  Andover.  These  reports  said  that  "  the  address  by  Dr. 
Cleaveland  was  nearly  two  hours  long,  full  of  fact  and  philosophy, 
and  told  all  about  the  formation  of  the  body,  the  men  who  com- 
posed it,  and  its  quasi  connection  with  the  Bradford  Associa- 
tion." I  find  that  the  "  others  "  who  spoke  in  the  afternoon  were 
Rev.  William  S.  Coggin  of  Boxford,  Rev.  Owen  Street  of  Lowell, 
ReV.  Thomas  N.  Haskell  of  East  Boston,  Dea.  A.  J.  Gould  and 
Mr.  Joel  Russell  of  Andover.  Dr.  Samuel  C.  Jackson  of  Andover 
was  the  moderator.  It  was  also  reported  that  "  the  centennial 
dinner,  served  by  the  ladies  of  Andover,  was  a  rich  treat," 
which  no  doubt  was  literally  correct!    At  the  close,  "  the  audi- 
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enc2  united  in  a  prayer  of  thanksgiving  for  the  recent  victories 
in  our  armies,  which  was  offered  by  Rev.  Daniel  Tenney  of  Bos- 
ton." This  will  be  understood  when  we  note  that  the  anniversary 
fell  on  July  9,  1863,  when  the  significance  of  the  news  from 
Vicksburg  and  Gettysburg  first  began  to  be  realized. 

So  much  for  the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  our  association. 
But  how,  fifty  years  later,  could  I  rediscover  the  facts  of  that 
first  century  of  our  history  which  Dr.  Cleaveland  told  so  fully 
in  his  two-hour  discourse?  Fortunately,  the  early  records  of  the 
association  were  long  ago  deposited  in  Andover  Seminary 
Library,  which,  although  no  longer  on  Andover  Hill,  still  has 
them  safe, —  five  old  manuscript  volumes,  besides  a  small  paper- 
covered  memorandum-book,  antedating  the  others  by  three 
years  and  taking  the  history  back  to  1789.  From  the  thousands 
of  entries  in  these  books,  often  very  meager  and  unsatisfactory, 
I  have  gathered  data  as  to  the  formation  and  progress  of  the 
association  —  more,  I  fear,  than  my  time  or  your  patience  will 
allow  me  to  read.  But  I  assure  you  at  the  outset  that  I  shall  not 
attempt  to  equal  the  discourse  of  1863  in  temporal  length,  cer- 
tainly not  in  philosophical  breadth. 

As  we  know,  our  association  was  formed  at  Wilmington,  in 
1763,  by  four  ministers  of  that  immediate  vicinity.  But,  before 
referring  to  that  in  detail,  it  seems  to  me  pertinent  to  ask  why 
it  was  formed  at  Wilmington,  and  why  there  were  no  mem- 
bers from  the  Andovers,  or  Boxford,  or  Haverhill,  or  Methuen, 
or  Tewksbury;  and,  especially,  whether  there  had  been,  or  was 
then,  any  other  association,  to  which  ours  was  a  successor,  or 
of  which  it  was  perhaps  in  some  way  a  rival..  A  hint  along  that 
line  lurked  in  what  Dr.  Cleaveland  said,  or  what  the  1863  news- 
papers said  he  said,  as  to  a  "  quasi  connection  with  the  Brad- 
ford Association. ' '  A  careful  search  reveals  no  account  of  any 
association  by  that  name.  But  when  I  opened  the  old  first 
volume  of  our  own  association  I  found,  to  my  surprise,  that  it 
contained  the  record  —  more  than  that,  it  was  the  original 
record- book  —  of  the  alleged  "Bradford  Association."  But 
the  simple  fact  is  that  this  was  never  the  name  of  the  associa- 
tion in  question.  On  the  title-page  here  is  the  inscription:  "  A 
Book  of  Records  &c.  given  by  The  Reverend  Mr  John  Tufts  To 
The  Ministers  of' the  Association  At  Bradford  &c.  1719."  That 
was  the  first  known  association  of  ministers  in  the  Merrimac 


Valley,  and  so  needed  no  other  name  than  "The  Ministers' 
Meeting."  The  usual  beginning  of  the  scribe's  record  was: 
"At  a  Ministers'  Meeting  held  " —  in  Byfield  or  Haverhill  or 
Andover. 

The  first  page  begins:  "  Articles  of  Agreement  for  the  Regula- 
tion of  the  Society.  It  is  Agreed  by  Us  whose  names  are  under- 
written y*  We  do  Associate  ourselves  for  the  promoting  of  the 
Gospel,  &  our  mutual  Assistance  &  furtherance  in  that  great 
Work."  The  first  meeting  was  held  at  Bradford,  June  3,  1719, 
with  these  seven  members:  Thomas  Symmes  of  Bradford,  Moses 
Hale  of  Newbury-Byfield  (as  that  famous  parish  used  to  be 
called),  John  Rogers  of  Boxford,  Samuel  Phillips  of  Andover, 
South  Parish,  John  Barnard  of  Andover,  North  Parish,  John 
Tufts  of  West  Newbury  (the  man  who  gave  the  original  record - 
book),  and  John  Brown  of  Haverhill,  First  Church.  There  were 
thirty-seven  members,  all  told,  of  this  "  Ministers'  Meeting," 
belonging  to  the  same  general  region,  Newbury  to  Methuen  and 
Andover,  from  its  organization  in  1719  to  its  close  fifty-four 
years  later.  It  had  monthly  meetings  from  April  to  November 
(omitting  July),  at  which  some  member  usually,  by  no  means 
always,  "  preached  a  lecture  "  in  the  meeting-house;  but  more 
attention  was  given  to  advising  each  other  privately  as  to  the 
settlement  of  various  and  serious — sometimes  curious  —  diffi- 
culties in  their  respective  churches. 

The  last  registered  member  of  this  old  association  was  Jona- 
than French  of  Andover,  who  "  preached  the  lecture  "  in  May, 
1773,  at  Mr.  Sargeant's  —  that  meant  Methuen.  For  the  last 
few  years  the  meetings  had  been  gradually  waning  in  attend- 
ance, the  scribe's  entry  usually  occupying  only  one  line,  which 
often  read  "  No  lecture,"  or  "  I  was  absent,"  this  sometimes 
changed  for  variety  to  "  I  was  not  present."  On  August  10, 
1773,  the  scribe  was  absent  and  the  other  members  evidently 
not  present,  so  that  the  record  abruptly  ends,  without  explana- 
tion or  comment  of  any  kind.  This  digression  will  surely  be 
excused;  for  as  loyal  sons  of  the  Andover  Association  we  ought 
to  know  something  about  our  foster-grandmother,  as  this  orig- 
inal "  Ministers'  Meeting  "  of  the  Merrimac  Valley  seems  to 
have  been. 

And  now  what  record  have  we  of  the  genesis  of  our  own  asso- 
ciation?   We  find  it  by  opening  again  our  old  book  and  turning 
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over  one  leaf  from  the  last  entry  of  the  "  Ministers'  Meeting." 
This  is  an  official  record,  in  the  familiar  hand  of  Jonathan 
French.  It  tells  the  story  of  the  old  book  and  the  new  asso- 
ciation. "  July  3,  1792.  The  Wilmington  Association  met  at  the 
Revd  Mr  Cumings  [in  Billerica].  The  Association  to  which  this 
Book  formerly  belonged  having  been  long  since  dissolved,  the 
Book  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Revd  Messieurs  Holyoke  and 
Symmes,  who  desired  the  Scribe  in  their  name  to  present  it  to 
the  Association,  if  they  would  please  to  accept  of  it.  It  was  grate- 
fully recd,  &  the  thanks  of  the  Association  were  given  to  Messrs. 
Holyoke  &  Symmes  for  the  same.  Voted,  that  in  future  the  votes 
and  proceedings  of  the  Association  shall  be  recorded  in  this 
Book."  That  is,  although  the  association  had  been  in  existence 
for  nearly  thirty  years,  no  records  had  been  kept,  except  those  in 
the  little  memorandum -book  already  mentioned,  where  our 
faithful  Jonathan  French  began  to  write  on  the  day  he  was 
chosen  scribe,  July  1,  1789.  But  fortunately  the  original  Articles 
of  Agreement  had  been  preserved  by  Mr.  Morrill  of  Wilming- 
ton, the  father  of  the  association,  in  whose  handwriting  they  are, 
and  at  whose  house,  a  short  time  before  his  death  in  1793,  it 
was  voted  that  they  "  be  recorded  in  this  Book."  These  articles 
should  of  course  form  a  part  of  our  sketch  at  this  point. 

"Wilmington,  July  5,  1763.  We  the  Ministers  of  Christ,  whose 
names  are  hereunto  subscribed,  apprehending  that  it  may  be 
for  our  mutual  comfort  and  Edification  in  faith  &  holiness,  & 
also  for  the  Advancement  of  the  Interest  of  the  Redeemer's 
Kingdom  in  our  respective  Churches  and  Congregations  do  form 
ourselves  into  an  Association  &  covenant  with  each  other  as 
follows. 

"1.  We  propose  to  meet  upon  the  first  Tuesday  in  every 
month,  beginning  in  April,  and  ending  in  November.  2.  That 
we  always  begin  the  meeting  with  prayer,  and  that  the  prayer 
be  made  by  the  Person  at  whose  house  the  meeting  is.  3.  That 
at  every  meeting  the  Senior  Minister  present  be  Moderator, 
unless  for  special  Reasons  that  may  occur  it  may  be  otherwise 
agreed  upon.  4.  That  our  conversation  at  our  meetings  be 
for  the  good  of  our  respective  Churches,  &  christian  edification 
of  any  one  among  us.  5.  We  propose  to  admit  no  person  into 
our  Association  as  a  member,  to  the  Grief  and  Displeasure  of 
any  one  among  us.    6.   We  propose  not  to  admit  into  our  Pulpits 


any  Preacher  which  we  think  will  be  to  the  Grief  of  any  one  of 
our  Association.  7.  We  propose  when  any  Difficulties  shall  arise 
in  any  of  our  respective  Churches  to  apply  first  to  the  Associ- 
ation to  which  we  belong  for  their  best  Advice." 

This  original  document,  as  you  see,  has  the  autograph  signa- 
tures of  all  the  members  up  to  the  time  of  its  engrossment  upon 
the  record-book  —  an  excellent  custom  uniformly  followed  in  all 
subsequent  admissions  to  membership. 

To  condense,  then,  the  story  of  the  formation  into  a  single 
sentence,  our  association,  at  first  called  the  "  Wilmington  Asso- 
ciation," was  formed  in  the  house  of  the  Wilmington  minister, 
Isaac  Morrill,  on  July  5,  1763,  four  members  signing  on  that 
day, —  Mr.  Morrill,  Thomas  Jones  of  Woburn  (remember  the 
ancient  pronunciation,  Oo-burn),  Elias  Smith  of  Middleton, 
and  Eliab  Stone  of  Reading,  Second  Parish,  now  North  Read- 
ing. Before  the  year  closed,  Henry  Cumings  of  Billerica 
joined;  in  1776,  Jonathan  French,  the  new  minister  of  Andover 
South  Parish;  six  years  later,  William  Symmes  of  the  North 
Parish,  with  others  from  the  Readings,  the  Woburns  (Burling- 
ton being  then  the  second  parish  of  Woburn),  Hezekiah  Packard 
of  Chelmsford,  and  Samuel  Stearns  of  Bedford.  Mr.  Stearns, 
it  is  of  interest  to  note  in  passing,  was  the  first  student  in  the 
pre-seminary  divinity  school  in  Phillips  Academy,  taught  by 
Mr.  French  in  the  historic  old  manse,  across  the  green  from  the 
meeting-house,  where  in  their  time  Josiah  Quincy  and  the  Wash- 
ington boys  from  Virginia  also  boarded.  The  divinity  student 
married  the  divinity  teacher's  daughter,  so  that  our  Andover 
Association  has  the  honor  of  furnishing  the  great-grandfather 
and  great-great-grandfather  of  Principal  Stearns  of  Phillips 
Academy!  At  the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth  century  the  asso- 
ciation had  only  eleven  members.  Just  before  that,  in  1797,  our 
old  book  records  that  the  association,  meeting  in  Reading,  voted 
to  change  its  name  from  "  Wilmington  "  to  "Andover,"  Mr. 
Morrill,  the  original  Wilmington  founder,  having  died,  with  no 
successor  in  attendance,  while  Andover  was  approximately  the 
geographical  center  of  its  constituency,  Boxford  and  Chelmsford 
having  representatives  on  the  roll. 

And  now  arise  certain  historico-theological  questions.  Why 
did  the  old  "  Ministers'  Meeting  "  dwindle  and  die?  Why  was  a 
new  association  formed  in  the  Merrimac  Valley,   the   "  Essex 
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North,"  in  1761?  Why  the  formation  of  this  new  one  at  Wil- 
mington two  years  later?  Why  did  certain  brethren  in  the  Mer- 
rimac  Valley,  instead  of  joining  the  more  conservative  Newbury  - 
port  body,  drift  later  to  our  new  and  small  association?  Why 
did  Symmes  and  Holyoke  bring  their  influence  —  and  their  old 
"  Book  " —  to  Wilmington?  Was  it  a  geographical  reason,  or  a 
theological  one  in  addition?  Nearly  fifty  years  ago  Dr.  Samuel 
J.  Spalding,  the  long-time  scribe  of  the  Essex  North,  prepared 
an  elaborate  and  exhaustive  history  of  that  association  in  con- 
nection with  its  centennial  anniversary.  I  remember  that  he 
was  hard  at  work  upon  it  when  I  used  to  be  at  his  house  in  the 
early  sixties,  and  I  might  easily  have  learned  all  about  it. 
Unfortunately,  I  paid  little  attention  to  the  matter,  not  regard- 
ing those  dry  and  dreary  definitions  and  discussions  of  abstract 
theological  theories  as  specially  helpful  material  for  my  simple 
gospel  message  to  the  seamen  and  shoremen  "  on  the  Labrador," 
whither  I  was  bound  on  board  the  fishing-schooners!  But  the 
published  book  describes  fully  those  early  ministerial  bodies,  and 
the  doctrinal  views  of  the  men  who  composed  them.  His  convic- 
tion, though  guardedly  and  courteously  expressed,  was  very  sig- 
nificant and  illuminating.  He  felt  sure  that  the  reason  was 
largely  a  theological  one. 

After  the  "  Great  Awakening  "  of  1740  and  the  following  years, 
there  was,  partly  no  doubt  by  way  of  reaction,  a  gradually  in- 
creasing division  in  doctrinal  belief.  Many  ministers  adhered 
strictly  to  the  hyper-Calvinism,  some  were  only  "  Moderate 
Calvinists,"  while  others  had  changed  enough  to  be  called 
"  Arminians."  Of  course  I  cannot  go  into  a  close  analysis  of 
those  theological  controversies,  first,  because  I  have  not  time, 
and  secondly,  because  I  do  not  know  enough;  but  they  re- 
veal, as  we  see  it  now,  a  notable  —  and  saddening  —  fact  and 
factor  in  the  old-time  history  of  our  New  England  churches. 
Any  of  our  members  who  were  pupils  of  Professor  Park  —  I 
think  only  three  of  us  are  left  in  the  association  who  studied 
under  that  old  master  on  Andover  Hill  —  remember  that  he 
used  to  quote  Dr.  Emmons's  classification  of  ministers  as  being 
Calvinists,  Calvinistic,  Calvinistical,  and  Calvinisticalish.  The 
"  left  wing  "  was  similarly  divided, —  Arminians,  Arminianistic, 
Arminianistical,  and  Arminianisticalish.  The  grade  of  belief 
between  Moderate  Calvinism  and  down-right  Boston  Arminian- 
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ism  characterized,  as  I  understand  it,  the  so-called  "  Merrimac 
Divinity  "  or  "  Merrimac  Theology,"  and  such  was  the  alleged 
status  of  the  "  Ministers'  Meeting,"  whose  record -book  if  not  its 
theology  we  inherited  in  the  eighteenth  century. 

The  coming  to  New  England  at  about  that  time  of  George 
Whitefield,  an  apostle  indeed,  whose  speech  and  whose  preach- 
ing were  in  demonstration  of  the  Spirit  and  of  power  to  those 
who  heard  him  in  the  churches, —  or  in  the  streets  and  fields 
when  the  ministers  would  not  admit  him  to  their  churches, — 
was  a  touchstone  to  indicate  the  tendency  away  from  conserva- 
tive doctrine  in  this  region.  Resolutions  adopted  by  our  ances- 
tral "  Ministers'  Meeting^  "  on  the  anti- Whitefield  side  plainly 
showed  its  position.  It  must  be  remembered  that  in  Newbury  - 
port  and  vicinity,  where  the  Essex  North  Association  was  lo- 
cated, Whitefield  was  held  in  reverent  esteem,  and  that  there  at 
last  he  fell  asleep,  and  was  buried  under  the  "  Old  South  " 
Church  pulpit,  beside  which  still  stands  the  quaint  old  monu- 
ment erected  by  our  own  Andover  benefactor,  William  Bartlet, 
with  its  impressive  epitaph  from  the  pen  of  Professor  Porter. 
Now  it  was  just  at  this  epoch  of  intense  theological  controversy 
that  a  few,  that  is,  four  souls,  representing  the  other  extreme  as 
the  opponents  of  Whitefield,  met  and  formed  our  association.  Its 
prime  founder,  Mr.  Morrill,  was  known  as  a  strong  Arminian 
and  a  bitter  antagonist  of  the  English  preacher.  A  very  signifi- 
cant tradition  has  come  down  to  us  that  when  the  Wilmington 
parson  heard  that  an  appointment  had  been  made  for  Mr. 
Whitefield  to  preach  on  Wilmington  Common  he  mounted  his 
horse  and  rode  to  every  house  in  his  parish  with  strong  warning 
not  to  attend  that  service.  The  people,  thus  informed  of  the  op- 
portunity, flocked  in  great  numbers  to  hear  that  wonderful  man 
from  Tottenham  Court  Road  preach  his  eloquent  message  of 
salvation  through  faith  in  Jesus  Christ. 

Dr.  Spalding  also  calls  attention  in  his  history  to  the  original 
Articles  of  Agreement  of  our  Wilmington  Association,  already 
noted,  that  no  person  should  be  admitted  into  the  association  or 
into  the  pulpits  of  its  members,  "  to  the  grief  and  displeasure  of 
any  one  among  us,"  and  that  their  churches  in  case  of  any  diffi- 
culties must  apply  to  this  association  for  advice.  It  verily  looks 
as  though  these  four  men  were  determined  to  include  in  their 
membership  only  those  whose  doctrinal  views  exactly  agreed 
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with  their  own,  and  as  well  to  be  despotic  arbiters  of  internal 
matters  in  each  other's  churches.  But,  whatever  their  purpose, 
these  "  bloody  instructions,  being  taught,  returned  to  plague," 
if  not  the  inventors,  the  later  members  of  the  association.  At 
the  August  meeting  in  1813,  held  at  Mr.  Stearns's  in  Bedford, 
Professor  Porter,  who  had  the  year  before  succeeded  Dr.  Griffin 
in  the  chair  of  Sacred  Rhetoric  at  Andover,  preached,  and 
"  signified  his  desire  of  becoming  a  member  of  this  association, 
to  which  all  the  members  present  gave  their  consent." 

But  Dr.  Cumings  of  Billerica  was  not  present.  At  the  next 
meeting,  at  Woburn  in  October  —  just  one  hundred  years  ago 
to-day  —  he  was  again  absent,  but  in  June,  1814,  the  meeting 
being  at  his  own  house,  he  was  present,  and  although  he  gave 
his  consent  that  two  other  men  who  had  applied  for  member- 
ship should  be  admitted  —  one  of  them  being  his  colleague,  and 
the  other  of  congenial  Arminian  sentiment  —  he  "  declined  con- 
senting to  the  admission  of  Mr.  Ebenezer  Porter."  In  May  and 
June,  1815,  the  matter  was  again  discussed,  but  not  decided. 

At  the  next  meeting,  at  Chelmsford,  July  4,  a  committee  re- 
ported a  resolution  to  be  sent  to  Professor  Porter,  saying  that 
his  "  learning,  piety,  zeal,  and  amiableness  of  disposition  entitle 
him  to  rank  among  the  first  ministers  in  the  circle  of  our  ac- 
quaintance, and  that  he  has  a  high  place  in  our  esteem  and 
affection.  But  our  Constitution  requires  that  no  person  be  ad- 
mitted to  the  grief  of  any  existing  member,  and  by  this  regula- 
tion Professor  Porter  is  debarred,"  but  they  wish  him  to  know 
that  "  the  decision  was  made  in  opposition  to  their  judgment 
and  wishes,  as  they  had  promised  themselves  much  pleasure  and 
improvement  in  his  Society,  but  it  was  the  Constitutional  right 
of  any  individual  to  exclude  a  proposed  member  without  assign- 
ing a  reason."  In  August,  that  report  was  slightly  amended  and 
sent  over  to  him  by  his  neighbor,  Justin  Edwards,  of  the  South 
Church.  When  this  learned,  refined,  and  revered  gentleman, 
after  waiting  patiently  for  two  full  years,  learned  that  he  could 
not  be  received  by  the  Andover  Association,  he  immediately 
united  with  another, — the  old  Haverhill,  now  the  Derry  Associa- 
tion of  New  Hampshire.  It  is  gratifying  to  add  that  this  inci- 
dent, which  seems  to  us  a  sad  exhibition  of  theological  narrow- 
ness, led,  though  gradually,  to  a  change  in  the  rule  of  the  asso- 
ciation.  In  June,  1821,  "  the  Article  in  our  Association  requiring 
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unanimous  consent  in  the  admission  of  members  was  rescinded 
after  a  long  debate.  Yeas,  Mr.  Stearns,  Mr.  Briggs,  Mr.  Emerson, 
Mr.  Coggin,  Mr.  Edwards;  Nays,  Mr.  Allen,  Mr.  Sewall,  Mr. 
Loring,  Mr.  Peirce."  (These  names  doubtless  represented  the 
line  of  theological  difference  at  that  time.)  At  the  July  meeting 
it  was  voted,  after  a  long  discussion,  "that  the  admission  should 
be  by  the  consent  of  a  majority  of  all  the  Members."  In  June, 
1823,  the  meeting  being  at  Andover,  "  Rev.  Professors  Stuart  & 
Porter  of  the  Institution  were  invited  to  take  part  in  our  dis- 
cussions." The  member  who  had  insisted  so  strenuously  against 
the  admission  of  Professor  Porter  died  in  September,  1823,  and 
at  the  very  next  meeting,  a  month  later,  a  new  constitution  was 
adopted,  with  the  iron-clad  restriction  of  1763  left  out! 

Before  dismissing  the  theological  aspect  of  our  association  at 
that  time  it  should  be  stated  that  by  no  means  all  who  joined  it 
were  Arminian  in  sentiment,  and  that  not  all  thus  classed  be- 
came Unitarians, —  although  they  might  have  done  so  had  they 
lived  long  enough, —  but  they  were  opposed  to  the  methods  of 
the  Great  Awakening,  and  some  of  them  were  inclined  toward 
what  was  then  thought  the  heretical  Stoddardean  doctrine  of  the 
"  Half-way  Covenant."  Jonathan  French  was,  Professor  Park 
used  to  say,  "  like  the  Phillipses,  a  moderate  Calvinist."  What 
he  would  have  become  if  he  had  lived  to  finish  his  ministry  — 
which  he  had  exercised  only  thirty-seven  years  when  he  died  — 
we  do  not  know,  but  he  was  a  thoroughly  good  and  useful  man, 
and  a  sound,  though  non-theological,  preacher.  I  have  just 
found  among  the  papers  preserved  in  the  Seminary  library  his 
written  form  for  the  baptism  of  children.  Nothing  could  be 
stronger  than  the  avowal  of  repentance,  faith,  and  allegiance  to 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  which  he  asks  of  the  parents,  but  this  is 
written  at  the  end:  "  To  such  as  do  not  yet  see  their  way  clear 
to  come  into  full  communion,  add  " —  and  what  a  mild  and 
gentle  addition  it  is!  —  "  You  believe  the  Lord's  supper  is  an 
ordinance  of  the  great  head  of  the  Church,  instituted  for  the  bene- 
fit of  his  Friends  &  followers,  by  them  to  be  religiously  observed ; 
&  that  it  is  the  want  of  more  light  &*  fitness  that  keeps  you 
from  coming  to  the  table  of  the  Lord."  The  moderateness  of  his 
Calvinism  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  out  of  eighteen 
young  men  who  studied  under  his  instruction  as  Professor  of 
Divinity  on  the  Dr.  Phillips  Foundation  in  Phillips  Academy 
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from  1785  to  the  establishment  of  the  Seminary,  eight  of  them 
became  Unitarians,  and  most  of  the  others  were  pronouncedly 
"  moderate."  The  development  of  those  so-called  Arminian  tend- 
encies was  a  slow  process,  but  the  first  few  years  of  the  century, 
especially  after  the  establishment  of  "  The  Institution,"  grad- 
ually sifted  the  situation,  the  formation  of  new  churches  in 
separation  from  the  old,  with  more  "  orthodox  "  creeds  and  a 
more  active  spiritual  life,  resulting  at  length  in  two  denomina- 
tions instead  of  one. 

And  now,  being  happily  through  with  theological  controver- 
sies, I  will  read  a  few  extracts  from  the  old  records,  showing, 
though  in  a  rambling  way  and  quaint  phrase,  the  simple  life, 
and  often  the  troublous  life,  of  our  fathers.  With  very  infrequent 
mails  and  almost  prohibitive  rates  of  postage,  and  without  wires 
to  talk  over  at  the  last  moment,  they  were  obliged  to  make  their 
appointments  a  long  way  ahead.  The  "  Ministers'  Meeting  " 
which  preceded  us  agreed  in  1719  to  meet  monthly  at  carefully 
specified  places,  from  April  to  November,  but  with  the  express 
reservation  that  "  if  any  of  the  Meetings  be  Diverted  by  an  Ex- 
traordinary Providence  or  Public  Solemnity  that  We  meet  ye 
Week  following." 

Another  article  was:  "  To  begin  &  End  the  Meeting  with 
Prayer;  &  the  Person  at  whose  house  We  meet  to  begin  with 
Prayer;  &  the  Person  at  whose  house  it  is  to  be  next,  to  End 
with  Prayer."  This  matter  of  who  should  pray,  and  when,  at 
ministers'  meetings  seems  to  have  been  one  strangely  difficult 
to  arrange,  as  I  have  noticed  in  other  similar  records  of  that 
period.  In  1725,  at  Byfield,  it  was  "  Agreed  &  Voted  that  every 
member  of  the  Association  shall  be  excused  from  praying  with 
the  Association  at  his  own  house,  and  instead  thereof  that  They 
all  take  their  turns  to  pray  at  each  others  houses  beginning  with 
the  eldest.  Mr.  Phillips  afterwards  dissented  from  this  Vote." 
It  is  refreshing  that  our  good  Andover  South  Parish  parson  did 
not  feel  ashamed  or  unwilling  to  offer  prayer  in  his  own  house ! 

Meeting  in  Andover,  North  Parish,  in  1726,  they  "discoursed 
of  keeping  a  Fast  because  of  the  great  Drowth:  And  agreed  at 
length  to  meet  at  Byfield  for  that  end  the  next  week  on  Wednes- 
day, Jun.  29,  unless  Providence  should  prevent  us  by  sending  a 
plentiful  Rain  this  week."  As  there  is  no  entry  of  the  Byfield 
meeting,  we  assume  that  the  gracious  promise  of  old,  "  that  be- 
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fore  they  call,  I  will  answer,"  was  fulfilled,  and  that  even  as 
their  faith  predicted,  "  God  did  send  a  plentiful  rain,  whereby 
He  did  confirm  His  inheritance,  when  it  was  weary."  Various 
entries  show  the  privations  of  the  ministers  in  those  early  times. 
In  West  Newbury,  1724,  they  "  Spent  the  Day  in  Fasting  and 
Prayer  in  private:  principally,  to  Implore  the  Compassion  and 
Aids  &  Direction  of  Heaven  for  our  selves  and  other  Ministers  in 
the  Country,  under  their  difficult  8b  distressing  circumstances, 
by  reason  of  a  Short  and  scanty  Maintenance,  when  Mr.  Symmes 
gave  us  a  Sermon  on  these  words,  Job  21.  4.  As  for  me,  is  my 
Complaint  to  Man?  "  In  East  Bradford  (now  Groveland), 
1750,  "  Mr.  Bayley  of  Methuen  [pastor  in  Salem,  N.  H.]  men- 
tioned his  pressing  difficulties  by  reason  of  an  ill  support,  &  the 
dark  prospect  of  a  better  on  account  of  the  broken  state. of  his 
parish  by  the  province  line,  &  received  advice."  Here  is  one  other 
item,  almost  the  saddest  of  all,  taken  from  the  Articles  of  Agree- 
ment of  the  ancient  association,  1719:  "  That  at  our  Table  re- 
freshments We  content  our  selves  with  Two  Dishes."  This 
regulation  of  our  self-denying  fathers  of  two  centuries  ago  is 
respectfully  commended  to  the  epicurean  sons  of  this  high-fed 
and  luxurious  generation! 

Returning  now  to  our  own  Wilmington  Association,  I  con- 
dense the  record  of  one  incident,  occupying  several  pages  in 
Scribe  Jonathan  French's  memorandum-book,  1790.  A  lay  mem- 
ber of  one  of  the  churches  —  not  now  in  our  association  —  who 
must  have  been  at  least  somewhat  "  moderate  "  in  his  theology, 
sought  relief  from  the  association  because  of  the  difficulties 
which  lay  upon  his  mind  respecting  sundry  doctrines  which  had 
been  advanced  by  his  pastor,  one  of  which  was  that  "  God  was 
as  much  glorified  in  the  damnation  of  the  Sinner  as  in  the  Salva- 
tion of  them  y*  were  saved."  He  admitted,  however,  that  as  to 
that  particular  utterance  his  minister  did  give  him  this  satis- 
faction: "  that  upon  further  thought,  after  a  long  pause,  he  said 
he  did  not  know  but  y*  God  was  more  glorified  in  one  that  was 
saved  than  in  one  that  was  lost  &  was  rather  apt  to  believe  that 
he  was,  or  words  to  that  effect."  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  there 
is  no  later  intimation  whether  the  hyper-Calvinist  minister  ever 
got  any  more  light,  or  the  independent-minded  parishioner  be- 
came reconciled  to  hear  that  sort  of  sound  doctrine. 

Coming  to  the  early  years  of  the  nineteenth   century,   the 

[13] 


records,  it  must  be  confessed,  are  monotonous  and  dreary,  how- 
ever inspiring  the  actual  discussions  on  local  and  controversial 
topics  may  have  been.  After  the  Seminary  started,  an  occasional 
address  from  Moses  Stuart  must  have  been  a  refreshing  change, 
for  he  was  learned,  brilliant,  and  open-minded  —  in  fact,  one  of 
the  first  heretics  on  Andover  Hill.  In  1804  there  was  correspond- 
ence and  discussion,  led  by  Jonathan  French,  as  to  the  new 
State  Association  or  Convention  of  Ministers,  but  after  a  year 
the  matter  was  dropped.  In  1808  they  appointed  Mr.  Stearns 
of  Bedford  and  Mr.  Chickering  of  Woburn  delegates  to  the 
General  Association  in  order  to  get  information  as  to  its 
nature  and  objects.  They  reported,  but  still  the  way  did  not 
seem  clear  as  to  joining  the  State  body.  How  little  they  thought 
that  one  hundred  and  five  years  later  the  annual  meeting  would 
be  attended  by  two  hundred  and  fifty  ministers  and  delegates  — 
some  of  them  women  —  and  presided  over  by  Frank  R.  Ship- 
man  of  our  association,  Jonathan  French's  successor! 

July  6,  1813,  the  association  met  at  Billerica,  with  four  men 
present.  Not  a  word  was  said  about  its  being  the  fiftieth  anni- 
versary of  the  Wilmington  meeting  when  four  men  formed  the 
association  —  probably  no  one  thought  of  it!  In  1814  they  freely 
discussed  this  momentous  proposition:  "  That  they  will  not  ride 
through  any  town  or  Society  on  the  Sabbath,  except  on  extraordi- 
nary &  providential  occasions."  In  the  same  year  they  had  a  new 
and  elaborate  arrangement  for  their  monthly  meetings,  which 
seems  more  laboriously  mechanical  than  before.  They  were  to 
meet  on  the  first  Tuesdays  of  the  summer  months,  up  to  Novem- 
ber, in  rotation,  beginning  with  the  senior  member.  First,  the 
business  meeting,  in  which  the  members  shall  proceed  in  rota- 
tion, beginning  with  the  moderator.  Then  the  subjects  for  dis- 
cussion shall  be  taken  up,  in  the  order  in  which  they  had  been 
previously  proposed,  and  discussed  in  rotation,  beginning  with 
the  junior,  except  the  one  who  proposed  the  question  and  the 
moderator.  On  the  second  question,  the  member  next  to  the 
junior  shall  speak  first,  and  on  the  third,  the  one  next  to  him. 
As  to  the  sermon,  the  members  must  proceed  in  rotation,  begin- 
ning with  the  junior,  except  that  when  it  is  the  turn  of  the  mem- 
ber at  whose  house  the  association  meets,  then  he  shall  exchange 
places  with  the  next  in  succession.  The  prayer  before  the  ser- 
mon shall  be  made  by  the  member  next  senior  to  the  preacher, 
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the  prayer  after  the  sermon  by  the  one  next  junior.  After  the 
lecture  was  preached,  the  members,  beginning  with  the  next 
senior  to  the  preacher,  and  proceeding  in  rotation,  should  uina 
plain  and  friendly  manner  remark  upon  the  performances." 
The  lecture  was  in  the  meeting-house  for  the  general  public,  but 
the  plain  and  friendly  remarks  were  after  the  return  to  the 
minister's  house. 

This  precise  method  seemed  to  work  so  well  that  in  1817  it 
was  voted  that  all  the  devotional  exercises  at  the  house  where 
they  met  should  be  in  the  order  of  seniority,  and  that  unless  cir- 
cumstances rendered  it  inconvenient,  there  should  be  three 
prayers  at  these  meetings.  This  was  the  usual  form  of  record: 
"  Held  a  meeting  for  prayer.  Mr.  Edwards  introduced  with 
prayer;  then  Mr.  Allen  prayed,  then  Mr.  Chickering.  Sang  in 
the  intervals,  and  after  the  last  prayer."  At  another  meeting: 
"  Mr.  Sewall  introduced;  Mr.  Loring  read  a  portion  of  Scripture 
&  made  the  2d  prayer;  Mr.  Whitman  made  the  concluding  prayer. 
Singing  omitted  for  want  of  performers."  Later,  this  vote  was 
taken:  "  That  at  our  prayer  meetings  in  the  future,  the  1st 
prayer  be  confined  as  to  its  subject  to  ourselves  and  families,  the 
2d  to  our  Churches  and  people,  and  the  3d  to  our  country  and 
the  world." 

Here  are  samples  of  questions  discussed.  1819.  "  Is  it  proper 
and  expedient  for  a  Minister  to  visit  a  sick  person  in  a  neighbor- 
ing parish  when  requested,  without  the  consent  of  the  Minis- 
ter? "  1823.  Proposed  by  Mr.  Emerson  of  South  Reading: 
"  Whether  an  Universalist  be  a  proper  subject  of  discipline,  be- 
ing a  Member  of  the  church?  "  1824.  "  Held  a  desultory  dis- 
cussion upon  the  lawfulness  of  Ministers'  riding  upon  the  Sab- 
bath to  exchange."  A  year  later, they  had  the  subject  up  again, 
and  "  the  lawfulness  of  the  practice  in  general  was  acknowledged 
by  all  present  " —  a  notable  advance  in  opinion  from  the  one 
reached  ten  years  before  that  they  would  not  "  ride  through  any 
Town  on  the  Sabbath  except  on  extraordinary  &  providential 
occasions"!  Another  question,  proposed  by  Mr.  Stearns,  was 
discussed:  "  Is  blind  Bartimeus,  mentioned  in  the  Gospel,  to  be 
viewed  as  a  saint  or  a  sinner,  when  he  prayed  to  Christ  to  have 
mercy  upon  him?  "  August  3,  1824.  Met  at  Mr.  Edwards's, 
Andover,  with  this  novel  innovation,  apparently  the  first 
"  Ladies'  Day."    "  Agreeably  to  vote  of  last  meeting,  the  wives 
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of  most  of  the  brethren  of  the  Association  attended  this,  went 
with  them  to  the  prayer  meeting  &  the  lecture,  and  met  with  them 
at  dinner  and  tea.  The  whole  Association  present  and  Professors 
Woods  &  Porter  of  the  Theological  Institution,  who  were  in- 
vited to  sit  with  us."  June  26,  1826.  "  Met  at  Rev.  Mr.  Ed- 
wards's, Andover,  S.  Parish.  Voted  that  Mr.  Edwards  be  ex- 
cused from  our  Meeting,  having  been  invited  to  preach  &  assist 
at  the  forming  of  a  new  Congregational  Church  in  Lowell." 
This  was  the  old  First  Church,  which  is  our  host  to-day,  with 
Dr.  Smith  Baker  present  as  its  honored  pastor  emeritus. 

July  4,  1826.  At  Woburn.  "  At  the  Meeting  House,  it  being 
the  50th  Anniversary  of  American  Independence,  Mr.  Coggin 
delivered  an  appropriate  Address  upon  the  evils  and  remedy  of 
Negro  Slavery."  We  wonder  if  he  mentioned  the  effective 
remedy  applied  with  marked  success  by  Abraham  Lincoln  less 
than  forty  years  afterward.  If  they  could  have  used  the  tele- 
phone that  day  at  Woburn,  they  would  have  learned  that  even 
while  they  were  celebrating  the  two  great  leaders  of  American 
Independence,  John  Adams  and  Thomas  Jefferson,  lay  dying  at 
Quincy  and  Monticello.  Another  coincidence,  of  less  signifi- 
cance, but  worth  mentioning,  was  that  one  of  the  Andover  stu- 
dents examined  that  day  for  license  was  also  John  Adams  (son 
of  the  Academy  principal),  who  served  as  chaplain  in  the  Civil 
War  —  I  well  remember  calling  upon  him  in  his  tent  in  front  of 
Petersburg  in  1865.  1831.  "  Rev.  Dr.  Beecher  of  Boston  was 
invited  to  sit  with  us  and  take  part  in  our  discussions."  This 
was  of  course  Dr.  Lyman  Beecher,  then  pastor  of  Hanover  St. 
Church  and  at  the  height  of  his  power  as  preacher  and  writer. 
June  6,  1843.  At  Lowell  at  the  house  of  Brother  Hanks.  One 
of  the  topics  of  conversation  was  "  the  expediency  of  ministers 
in  our  denomination  assuming  the  clerical  robe."  August  7, 
1849.  At  Brother  Whiting's  in  Lawrence.  An  essay  was  volun- 
teered on  the  use  of  tobacco.  I  am  sure  that  Brother  Hanks, 
who  was  the  moderator,  would  have  had  a  spicy  word  to  say 
on  that  subject;  also,  in  a  subsequent  discussion,  in  1851,  on 
the  prohibition  law  then  first  enacted  in  Massachusetts,  for  that 
was  just  in  line  with  his  pictorial  presentation  of  the  "  Black 
Valley  Railroad,"  which  attracted  the  young  folks  then  as  much 
as  the  "  moving  pictures  "  of  to-day! 

December  11,  1860.    With  Brother  Leonard,  Free  Church,  An- 
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dover.  "  A  sermon  appropriate  to  the  times  was  read  by  Bro. 
Tenney."  The  special  incident  of  "  the  times  "  was  that  one  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  had  been  elected  President  of  the  United  States  since 
the  previous  meeting!  Besides  that,  "  Extracts  from  certain 
sermons  reported  in  Southern  papers  were  read  by  Bro.  Oli- 
phant."  Of  course  you  will  assume  that  this  was  our  brother 
Oliphant,  but  as  a  matter  of  fact  it  was  his  reverend  grandfather, 
then  a  retired  minister  in  Andover.  "  At  the  close  of  the  meeting, 
it  was  voted  to  spend  a  season  in  prayer  for  the  country."  Not 
another  word  in  the  records  about  the  war  until  December, 
1862,  at  Brother  Hanks's,  when  the  association  "  spent  half  an 
hour  in  prayer  and  conference  with  respect  to  the  state  of  the 
country."  On  April  14,  1863,  the  meeting  at  Dr.  Cleaveland's 
in  Lowell  "  adjourned  at  half  past  three  to  call  upon  Maj.  Gen. 
Butler  and  express  to  him  their  gratification  and  approval  of 
the  manner  in  which  he  discharged  the  responsibilities  of  his 
command  at  New  Orleans." 

The  next  meeting  was  the  centennial  celebration  of  the  asso- 
ciation, so  that  we  have  now  got  back  to  the  place  of  beginning 
in  this  cursory  examination  of  our  historic  records.  On  laying 
them  down,  I  feel  almost  like  moving  a  respectful  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  Reverend  Messieurs  Holyoke  of  Boxford  and  Symmes  of 
Andover,  North  Parish,  for  saving  and  giving  this  precious  first 
volume  to  our  little  association,  and  to  Jonathan  French  for  re- 
ceiving it,  although  these  men  were  half  supposed  to  be  semi- 
Arminians  —  for  aught  I  know  semi-Pelagians  —  or  even  half 
believed  in  the  Half- Way  Covenant !  But  I  know  that  our  modest 
moderator  would  not  put  the  motion  if  I  added  to  it  the  mention 
of  the  member  who  thirty  years  ago  wrote  the  letter,  signed 
"  Clark  Carter,  Scribe,"  found  between  the  leaves  in  one  of  the 
old  volumes,  which  carefully  consigned  to  the  Andover  Seminary 
Library  for  permanent  preservation  these  invaluable  record - 
books,  without  which  we  could  not  trace  our  history  in  the  long- 
ago,  forgotten  past. 

It  only  remains  for  me  now  to  present  some  statistical  data 
gleaned  from  these  manuscript  records  and  various  other  au- 
thentic sources,  relating  to  the  past  and  present  members  of  the 
association,  and  to  its  examination  of  candidates  for  the  minis- 
try. This  last  I  will  take  up  first.  These,  before  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Seminary,  were  very  few,  only  twenty-four  in  all, 
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men  who  had  studied  at  Cambridge  or  with  ministers  of  the 
vicinity,  and  nearly  all  of  whom  were  "  Arminian  "  in  theo- 
logical sentiment.  But  when  the  new  "  Divinity  College,"  with 
its  strong  foundation  of  allied  Calvinism  and  Hopkinsianism, 
gave  its  full  course  of  instruction,  candidates  for  licensure  ap- 
peared in  increased  numbers  and  of  improved  quality.  This  was 
about  one  hundred  years  ago.  At  first  the  examinations  were 
held  at  the  different  places  of  meeting,  from  Chelmsford  to 
Woburn.  In  1816  one  student  was  examined  at  Reading, — 
Eleazar  T.  Fitch  —  unum  sed  leonem.  Familiar  missionary 
names  begin  to  appear  in  the  lists, —  Cyrus  Kingsbury,  Daniel 
Temple,  Jonas  King. 

Later,  there  were  so  many  "  theologues  "  to  be  examined  at 
the  April  meeting,  when  the  Seniors  were  allowed  to  be  licensed, 
the  association  met  at  Andover,  either  with  the  South  or  West 
Parish  ministers,  with  Professor  Emerson  at  the  top  of  the  hill 
(Mr.  Sawyer's  present  residence),  or  at  the  Griffin-Porter-Ed- 
wards-Phelps-Moore-Day-Stackpole  mansion.  The  other  profes- 
sors, Woods,  Stuart,  Park,  Porter,  were  not  members  of  this  as- 
sociation —  we  have  seen  already  why  the  last-named  was  not ! 
What  great  names  we  read  as  the  years  go  on, —  Nehemiah 
Adams,  George  B.  Cheever,  Pres.  William  A.  Stearns,  Pres. 
Samuel  Harris,  Pres.  Asa  D.  Smith,  Pres.  Samuel  C.  Bartlett, 
Pres.  William  J.  Tucker,  Prof.  Horatio  B.  Hackett,  Dr.  Henry  M. 
Dexter,  Dr.  Jacob  M.  Manning,  Dr.  John  P.  Gulliver,  Dr. 
Daniel  T.  Fiske,  Dr.  E.  K.  Alden,  Prof.  Charles  A.  Aiken;  it  is 
difficult  to  imagine  any  of  those  young  men  in  the  least  bashful 
or  disconcerted  in  the  presence  of  our  reverend  examiners !  More 
missionaries  are  constantly  mixed  in  on  the  lists,—  Schneider, 
Champion,  Dwight,  Grout,  Fairbank,  Farnsworth,  Barnum, 
and  the  Blisses.  In  1843  twenty-seven  men  were  licensed  at  Mr. 
Jackson's,  among  them  the  immortal  "Iowa  Band," — the 
Adamses,  Alden,  Hill,  Robbins,  Salter,  and  the  rest,  together 
with  Elijah  Kellogg,  Horace  James,  Professor  Shedd,  and  good 
Dr.  Robie,  the  earliest  living  graduate  of  Bowdoin  and  Andover, 
still  preaching  the  Word,  just  over  the  "  Province  Line  "  in  New 
Hampshire,  at  the  age  of  ninety-two.  In  1857,  at  Mr.  Fisher's 
in  Andover,  eight  of  that  year's  class  were  examined,  including 
Parker  of  the  "Kansas  Band,"  and  J.  Henry  Thayer  —  we 
wonder  who  examined  him  in  New  Testament  Exegesis !  —  one 
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of  the  number  receiving  qualified  recommendation  on  account 
of  defective  views  on  Depravity  and  Future  Punishment. 

About  that  time  examinations  were  again  held  outside  of 
Andover,  possibly  because  the  examiners  did  not  care  to  have 
so  many  professors  to  help  them!  Some  of  the  class  of  1867  were 
examined  in  one  of  your  Lowell  parsonages.  Dr.  C.  F.  P.  Ban- 
croft was  one  of  the  number,  and  I  well  remember  his  describing 
it  on  his  arrival  that  year  on  Lookout  Mountain,  especially  how 
one  of  the  class  —  perhaps  Charles  B.  Sumner  of  California  or 
H.  M.  Tenney  of  Oberlin  —  when  asked  whether  he  thought  he 
could  endure  the  sacrifices  and  privations  of  a  minister's  life, 
took  a  significant  glance  around  at  the  elegant  equipment  of  the 
parlors  where  they  were  seated,  and  replied  that  he  thought  he 
could!  The  next  class,  that  of  1868,  twenty-nine  of  them,  includ- 
ing President  Brainerd,  Professor  Churchill,  Dr.  DeWitt  Clark, 
Dr.  Joseph  Cook,  Dr.  Daniel  Merriman,  Prof.  John  Phelps 
Taylor,  were  catechized  at  the  meeting  with  Brother  Street. 
Fifteen  of  the  class  of  1869  came  to  Brother  Snow's  in  Lawrence, 
among  them  Brand,  Sherrill,  Chamberlain,  the  late  Dr.  Greene 
of  Japan,  George  H.  Ide,  and  William  H.  Ryder  —  this  is  a  good 
place  to  stop.  What  a  glorious  record  our  association  has  for 
starting  so  many  great  and  good  men  on  their  professional  course 
despite  the  anxious  doubts  of  the  examiners  in  some  cases 
whether  the  candidates  were  really  entitled  to  a  full  approba- 
tion! I  have  counted  in  all  1,008  licensures,  including  one  set  of 
names  for  which  a  long-ago  scribe  carefully  left  space,  and  then 
carelessly  forgot  to  enter  them;  but  these  were  at  last  recovered 
from  a  contemporary  newspaper  notice. 

A  few  words  now  as  to  the  educational  preparation  of  our 
members  for  the  ministry.  It  is  specially  interesting  to  note  that 
for  the  first  one  hundred  years  all  but  five  of  the  one  hundred 
and  one  members  had  college  degrees.  For  the  whole  period  of 
our  history  Yale  furnished  41;  Amherst,  37;  Dartmouth,  34; 
Harvard,  33;  Middlebury,  11;  Oberlin,  11;  University  of  Ver- 
mont, 7;  Bowdoin,  6;  Brown,  5;  thirty-two  other  colleges  being 
also  represented,  including  Queen's  College,  Belfast,  and  the 
Royal  University  of  Ireland.  Their  theological  studies,  before 
the  time  of  seminaries,  were  pursued  on  the  divinity  foundation 
at  Cambridge,  or  in  the  homes  of  ministerial  teachers,  as  Dr. 
Bellamy,  Dr.  Backus,  or  others  less  famous.    Of  Seminary  stu- 
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dents,  Andover  furnished  129;  Yale,  27;  Bangor,  16;  Hartford, 
15;  Union,  9;  Oberlin,  6;  Princeton  and  Chicago,  4  each;  Lane 
and  Boston  University,  3  each;  Newton  and  Presbyterian  Col- 
lege of  Montreal,  2  each;  Auburn,  Gilmanton,  Moody  Institute 
and  Knox  College  (Toronto),  Leipzig,  Belfast,  and  Edinburgh, 
1  each.  The  one  notable  point  is  that  in  all  these  one  hundred 
and  fifty  years  men  entering  the  Congregational  ministry  in 
Massachusetts  had,  with  very  few  exceptions,  thorough  training, 
both  collegiate  and  theological. 

There  have  been  twenty-seven  scribes  of  the  association, 
Jonathan  French  being  the  first,  beginning  in  1789.  You  have 
already  seen  the  one  sheet  of  record  which  Mr.  Morrill  had  pre- 
served of  all  the  previous  years.  Mr.  French  was  a  most  faithful 
scribe  until  his  death  in  1809,  twenty  years;  then  Samuel 
Stearns,  for  six  years;  and  Samuel  Sewall,  the  antiquary,  for 
seventeen  years.  These  were  followed  by  twenty-four  others, 
whose  names  and  terms  of  service  will  be  added  to  the  chron- 
ological roll  of  members.* 

That  roll,  as  I  have  made  it,  contains  268  names  in  all,  from 
the  formation  in  1763  to  the  present  time.  Of  that  number  158 
are  deceased;  110  are  registered  as  living,  although  the  present 
residence  in  two  cases  is  not  known.  The  number  of  present 
members  is  37.  The  average  age  of  those  deceased  is,  approx- 
imately, 68|  years,  which  when  it  is  noted  that  a  considerable 
number  died  in  early  life  is  very  creditable  to  ministerial  longev- 
ity. Fifty-five  were  between  seventy  and  eighty;  twenty-nine 
were  between  eighty  and  ninety;  while  Dr.  Towne  and  Worcester 
Willey  died  in  Andover  at  the  age  of  ninety-two  and  ninety-one. 

The  total  professional  service  of  these  158  members  reaches 
the  startling  figure  of  5,265  years,  the  average  length  of  actual 
ministerial  service  being  almost  exactly  33  J  years.  This  average 
suffers,  also,  because  several  members  were  in  the  ministry  less 
than  ten  years,  one  for  only  three  years.  But  others  preached 
for  over  fifty  years;  two  of  the  founders  had  pastorates  of 
respectively  fifty-four  and  sixty-one  years;  Dr.  Lyman  Whiting 
had  a  vigorous  service,  in  Lawrence   and   elsewhere,   from  the 

*  A  typewritten  list  of  all  members  for  the  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  has  been  prepared 
for  the  Association,  with  statistics  as  to  admission,  place  of  pastorate,  education,  year  of 
death,  and  length  of  service;  also  the  names  of  all  the  1,008  licentiates  of  the  Association. 
These  lists  have  been  placed  with  the  record-books  in  Andover  Seminary  Library,  Cam- 
bridge, and  a  duplicate  deposited  in  the  Congregational  Library,  Boston. 
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time  of  his  licensure  to  the  time  of  his  death,  of  sixty-four  full 
years.  It  is  certainly  a  matter  of  satisfaction  as  well  as  of  sur- 
prise that  our  deceased  fellow  members  spent  in  the  aggregate 
over  five  thousand  years  in  the  public  ministry  of  the  gospel  to 
which  they  were  called. 

We  think  of  these  brethren  with  reverence  and  affection,  re- 
joicing that  with  all  their  self-sacrificing  labors  and  privations 
they  fought  so  long  and  good  a  fight  before  they  finished  their 
course  and  entered  into  their  rest.  We  need  have  for  them  no 
feeling  of  pity  or  sorrow  as  we  listen  to  the  long  roll-call  of  names 
without  an  answer  —  without  audible  answer.  For  we  can  almost 
hear  dear  "  Father  Torrey  " — the  latest  of  our  number  to  go, 
after  eighty-six  years  of  life  and  fifty-five  years  of  arduous  toil  — 
responding  joyfully,  "  Present  with  the  Lord"!  The  last  time  I 
saw  him,  a  few  days  before  his  translation,  Richard  Baxter's  old 
hymn  was  cited,  and  he  repeated  with  feeble  voice: 

"  But,  't  is  enough  that  Christ'knows  all, 
And  I  shall  be  with  Him." 

With  our  changed  manner  of  religious  thinking  we  do  indeed 
have  little  interest  in  or  sympathy  with  the  polemic  theology  of 
our  predecessors  of  the  "  Merrimac  Divinity,"  their  metaphys- 
ical discussions,  their  mechanical  interpretations  of  spiritual 
truth,  though  never  doubting  their  conscientious  sincerity.  We 
cannot  help  feeling  that  one  of  their  own  poets  —  our  own 
"  poet  of  the  Merrimac  " —  had  a  deeper  insight  into  the  true 
thought  of  God  than  his  theological  neighbors  of  the  previous 
generation,  or  even  of  his  own.  Over  against  their  "  lines  of 
argument,"  their  "  logic  linked  and  strong,"  their  talk  of 
"  scheme  and  plan,"  our  hearts  accept  his  confession  of  simple 
faith  in  "  The  Eternal  Goodness." 

"  But  still  my  human  hands  are  weak 
To  hold  your  iron  creeds; 
Against  the  words  ye  bid  me  speak 
My  heart  within  me  pleads. 

"  I  walk  with  bare,  hushed  feet  the  ground 
Ye  tread  with  boldness  shod; 
I  dare  not  fix  with  mete  and  bound 
The  love  and  power  of  God. 
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"  Yet  in  the  maddening  maze  of  things, 
And  tossed  by  storm  and  flood, 
To  one  fixed  stake  my  spirit  clings; 
I  know  that  God  is  good  !  " 

We  speak  of  the  "  good  old  times  "  of  the  past  —  that  is  not 
always  or  wholly  true.  We  look  forward  as  well  as  back.  The 
years  of  the  coming  half-century  will  fly  fast  as  have  the  fifty 
years  just  ended.  There  will  be  another  roll-call  in  1963,  although 
it  is  scarcely  possible  that  even  the  youngest  of  us  will  be  there 
to  answer  it.  But  does  not  John  Robinson's  prophecy  of  three 
centuries  ago,  that  "  the  Lord  has  more  truth  and  light  yet  to 
break  forth  out  of  His  Holy  Word,"  remain  for  our  encourage- 
ment? Better  than  that,  will  not  our  divine  Master's  promise  be 
fulfilled  still  more  in  the  future,  His  Spirit  bringing  to  our  re- 
membrance all  things  which  He  said,  and  so  guiding  His  disciples 
into  all  truth?  Will  not  the  men  who  in  the  years  to  come  join 
in  the  helpful  fellowship  of  this  "  Ministers'  Meeting  "  have 
a  truer  appreciation  of  His  lovingkindness  and  His  wonderful 
works  to  the  children  of  men,  a  clearer  understanding  of  the 
blessed  verities  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  so  a  more 
simple  and  hearty  devotion  to  His  service?  We  of  1913  send 
forward  affectionate  greetings  to  our  brethren  of  1963  who  shall 
come  together  —  perhaps  in  Lowell  or  Andover  —  to  com- 
memorate the  two  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  little  Wilming- 
ton meeting  of  1763! 
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PRESENT  MEMBERS  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION 

With  year  of  admission  and  residence 


1871 

John  M.  Greene 

Boston 

1873 

Clark  Carter 

Andover 

1883 

Francis  H.  Johnson 

Andover 

1884 

Charles  L.  Mitchell 

Winchester 

Charles  H.  Oliphant 

Methuen 

Charles  H.  Willcox 

Lawrenceville,  N.  J 

1885 

John  J.  Blair 

Stonington,  Conn. 

Frank  E.  Woodruff 

Brunswick,  Me. 

Edward  Y.  Hincks 

Andover 

1888 

William  H.  Ryder 

Andover 

1890 

Frederic  A.  Wilson 

Andover 

1891 

Charles  C.  Carpenter 

Andover 

1892 

Charles  L.  Merriam 

Paterson,  N.  J. 

1894 

Frank  R.  Shipman 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

Park  A.  Bradford 

East  Dorset,  Vt. 

1896 

Ernest  C.  Bartlett  (Scribe) 

Dracut 

1897 

Sarah  A.  Dixon 

Tewksbury 

1898 

Herbert  G.  Mank 

Lawrence 

1901 

E.  Victor  Bigelow 

Andover 

1902 

T.  Clayton  Welles 

Torresdale,  Pa. 

George  E.  Martin 

Lexington 

1903 

Ralph  Gillam 

Milford 

George  M.  Ward 

Lowell 

1904 

J.  Harold  Dale 

Billerica 

1905 

Ernest  C.  Davis 

Lawrence 

John  L.  Keedy 

North  Andover 

Augustus  H.  Fuller 

Ballardvale 

1906 

A.  Frederic  Dunnels 

Lowell 

Joseph  L.  Hoyle 

Hamilton 

Benjamin  A.  Willmott 

Quincy 

Allan  C.  Ferrin 

Lowell 

1908 

Frank  G.  Alger 

Lowell 

Arthur  Barber 

Lawrence 

Bertram  C.  Henry 

Georgetown,  Ky. 

Dean  A.  Walker 

Andover 

1909 

Isaiah  P.  Smith 

Lawrence 

1910 

Markham  W.  Stackpole 

Andover 
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